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SUBJECT: SEASAT-A SATELLITE OBSERVATION PROGRAM 

REFS: (A) STATE 058503; (B) STATE 058045; 

(C) WELLINGTON 01319 

1 . IN ANSWER TO QUESTION POSED IN PARAGRAPH 2 OF REF C, 

DOD/DMA IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE RESOURCES AND MANAGEMENT 
OF THE UNIQUE WORLDWIDE CAPABILITY WITHIN THE UNITED 
STATES GOVERNMENT TO TRACK DOPPLER SATELLITES FOR 
SCIENTIFIC APPLICATIONS. THIS CAPABILITY IS COMPOSED OF 
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THE PERMANENTLY INSTALLED NAVY NAVIGATION NETWORK (TRANET) 

AND DOPPLER RECEIVERS (GEOCEIVERS), WHICH PERIODICALLY 
AUGMENT THE TRANET. 

2. THE PERSONNEL WHO OPERATE THE PERMANENT TRANET SATIONS 
ARE EITHER EMPLOYEES OF THE PHYSICAL SCIENCE LABORATORY 
(PSL), NEW MEXICO STATE UNIVERSITY, UNDER DMA CONTRACT. 
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OR THEY ARE EMPLOYEES OF A LOCAL HOST-GOVERNMENT AGENCY, 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT WITH DOD/DMA. 
THE PORTABLE GEOCEIVER TEAMS ARE COMPOSED OF PERSONNEL 
OF THE DMA, OR OF THE 512TH SPECIALIST TEAM ROYAL 
ENGINEERS (STRE), UK, WHOSE PARTICIPATION IN THE 
SATELLITE TRACKING PROGRAM IS BASED UPON A LONG-STANDING 

COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT WITH DMA. 

3. THE OVERALL SCIENTIFIC MISSION OF SEAS AT IS DEPENDENT 
ON ACCURATE ORBIT DETERMINATIONS. THIS CAN ONLY BE 
ACHIEVED THROUGH USE OF THE UNIQUE DOD WORLDWIDE TRACKING 
NETWORK. USE OF THE EXISTING DOD NETWORK RESULTS IN 
SUBSTANTIAL SAVINGS TO NASA, AS WELL AS TO THE INSTITUTIONS 
OR UNIVERSITIES DOING SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH WITH THESEASAT 
PROGRAM. 

4. SUGGESTED RESPONSE TO MEDIA QUESTION FOLLOWS: 

THE DMA HAS THE UNIQUE EQUIPMENT, CAPABILITY AND PERSONNEL 
TO TRACK DOPPLER SATELLITES, BASED ON ITS EXPERIENCE 
WITH NAVY SATELLITE PROGRAMS. NASA WORKS WITH OTHER 
GOVERNMENT AND NON-GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATIONS IN THE 
SEAS AT PROGRAM. AS WELL AS IN OTHER R AND D ACTIVITIES. 
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